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of rock-salt ground very fine in a marble mortar. Place, when you please, in a covering made of flying papyrus to produce thunder. The covering, in order to ascend and float away, should be long, graceful, well filled with this fine powdei"; but to produce thunder, the covering should be short, thick, and half-full."
What to the fanciful may seem almost like an anticipation of the electrolytic production of hydrogen comes from the " Daemonolatria of Remigius " : " There is no doubt the following will be considered incredible by all, and perhaps ridiculous by many, yet I can aver that two hundred persons testified to its truth, who, when I held the office of Duumvir, were condemned by me for arson, and thus atoned their crime of sorcery. On stated and regular days they assembled in a crowd on the banks of some lake or river, secluded from the observation of passers-by, and there they were in the habit of lashing the water with a wand received from a demon, till such time as vapours and mists were produced in large quantities, and with these they were wont to soar on high/'
It is curious that Father Vassou, a missionary at Canton, in a letter dated September 5, 1694, mentions a balloon that ascended on the coronation of the Emperor Fo-kien in 1306.
Francesco Lana in the seventeenth century elaborated a theory that vessels entirely exhausted of air would ascend. He proposed using four hollow globes of copper, each twenty feet in diameter, and so thin that they would weigh less than an equal bulk of atmosphere. But the theory overlooked the fact that, in order to be light enough to ascend, the copper vessels would have to be so fragile that they would immediately collapse under atmospheric pressure.
In Dr. Johnson's " Rasselas " (published in 1759) in the " Dissertation on the Art of Flying/' it is related that weary of the monotony of his existence in the Happy